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Potentilla tristis Sojak is distributed in NW India and Nepal. It was regarded as similar to P.fallens Card., 
but is close to P. contigua Sojak, P peduncularis D. Don and P. commutata Lehm. by the decurrent base of 
uppermost leaflet pair and the lateral rod-shaped styles. Among them P. tristis is well distinguished by the 
auricles of stipules of radical leaves which is connate from base to middle. Specimens of P. tristis collected from 
Ganesh Himal, C . Nepal, have ciliate petals and is regarded as a new form, forma ciliata H. Ikeda & H. Ohba. 


Potentilla tristis was described by Sojak in 1991 
based on the specimens collected in NW India and 
Nepal and Sikkim. Although Sojak (1991) compared 
P. tristis with P. fallens Card., it greatly differs from 
the latter by having decurrent base of the uppermost 
leaflet pair and auriculate stipules of radical leaves 
which are connate from base to middle and by lacking 
glandular hairs on petioles. Moreover, P. tristis has 
lateral and rod-shaped styles while they are nearly 
basal and slightly spindle-shaped in P. fallens. 
Potentilla tristis is similar to P. contigua Sojak, P. 
peduncularis D. Don and P. commutata Lehm. by 
features of the uppermost leaflets and styles, but is 
well distinguished by the stipules of radical leaves. 

We counted chromosome number of P. tristis as 
2n=28 chromosomes from the material collected in 
Jaljale Himal, E. Nepal. The basic chromosome num¬ 
ber of Potentilla is x=7 and P. tristis is tetraploid. 

Our collection from Ganesh Himal, C. Nepal, has 
petals with short hairs at margins and is regarded as 
forma ciliata. 


Taxonomic treatment [addition to the descrip¬ 
tion by Sojak (1991, 1994)] 

Potentilla tristis Sojak in Preslia (Praha) 63: 333 
(1991); in Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 116: 30 (1994). 

[Figs. 1, 2] 

Perennial prostrate herb. Radical leaves 
oblanceolate, 5-11 cm long, imparipinnate with 8-14 
pairs of lateral leaflets, sometimes with small leaflets; 
petioles 1-2 cm long; base of uppermost leaflet pair 
decurrent. Leaflets strigose with ascending, straight, 
stiff hairs on the petioles, rachis and both surfaces; 
terminal leaflet sessile, oblong to obovate, 5.5-10.0 
mm long, 3.5-6.0 mm wide, serrate with 9-13 teeth. 
Auricles of stipules connate from base to middle, dark 
brown. 

Peduncles axillary from radical leaves, 6-13 cm 
long, with two or three cauline leaves. Lower cauline 
leaves oblanceolate, imparipinnate with 2-5 pairs of 
lateral leaflets; upper ones with 1-3 pairs; auricles of 
stipules greenish and laminar-form with 3-5 teeth. 
Leaves and peduncles strigose with loose appressed 
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or ascending, straight, stiff hairs. 

Flowers 1-3, 1.2-1.5 cm across; hypanthia 0.7- 
0.9 cm across. Episepals oblong to elliptic, 2.5-3.5 
mm long, 1.2-1.8 mm wide, entire or divided into two 
lobes, apex acute, strigose on outer surface and mar¬ 
gin, sparsely strigose on inner surface. Sepals elliptic 
to ovate, 2.7-3.8 mm long, 1.8-3.0 mm wide, entire, 
apex acute to obtuse, strigose with unicellular straight, 
ascend stiff hairs on outer surface and margin, gla¬ 
brous on inner surface, short lanate on upper part of 
the surface. Petals yellow, broad cordate, 5.5-7.2 mm 
long, 5.0-7.2 mm wide. 

Stamens 20, long stamens 1.0-1.6 mm long; an¬ 
thers orbicular, 0.6-0.8 mm long, 0.5-0.9 mm wide. 
Pistils crowded on receptacles. Ovaries ellipsoid, 
0.8-1.0 mm long, 0.7-0.8 mm wide. Styles lateral, 
1.0-1.2 mm long, not swollen at middle. Stigmas 
slightly inflated. 

forma tristis 

Specimens examined: 

INDIA. NW INDIA: Kumaon, Sumto Rahlam 
Pass, 15000 ft. (Chand 749, 17 June 1948, L). 

NEPAL. C. NEPAL: Tukucha, Kali Gandaki, 


12500 ft. (Stainton, Sykes & Williams 7767,11 Sept. 
1954, E, holotype of P. tristis ); Chairogaon, N of 
Tukucha, 11500 ft. (Stainton, Sykes & Williams 835, 
31 May 1954, E, GH); near Hinko cave, upper Kali 
Gandaki valley, 10000 ft. (Barclay & Synge 2282,27 
May 1971, K); above Sauwala Khola, 14000 ft. 
(Stainton, Sykes & Williams 3013, 5 June 1954, E, 
GH); Ganesh Himal, Shiar Khola, 13000 ft. (Gardner 
495, 14 May 1953); Langtang, Ganja-La - Sudseite, 
4920 m (Miehe & Miehe 6464,24 July 1986, BM). E 
NEPAL: Koshi Zone, Sankhuwa Sabha Distr., Jaljale 
Himal, Goja - Shu wan Kharka (near Panch Pokhari), 
4150 m (Ohba et al. 9130260, 6 Aug. 1991, TI). 

forma ciliata H. Ikeda & H. Ohba, f. nov. 

[Fig. 2] 

A typo petalis ciliatis, et infra foliis sepalisque 
sparse strigosis nec dense strigosis bene differt. 

Forma ciliata has ciliate petals and sparse hairs on 
the lower surface of leaves and sepals. It is distributed 
in Ganesh Himal, central Nepal (Fig. 3). 

Type: C. Nepal; Bagmati Zone, Rasuwa Distr., 
around Jaisuli Kund, 4305 m (F. Miyamoto et al. 
9430055,31 July 1994, Tl-holo, GH, BM, E, KATH- 



Fig. 2. Potentilla tristis forma ciliata. a: Sepals, inner surface (left) and outer surface (right), b: Episepals, 
inner surface (left) and outer surface (right), c: Petal, d: Three types of stamens, altemipetalous ones (left 
two), oppositipetalous ones (right two) and between petals and sepals ones (middle two). For each pair, 
inner surface (left) and outer surface (right), e: Pistil. Bars indicate 1 mm. 
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